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“I’'m still connected to some of my friends from the
Armed Forces from over 50 years ago. That (sense of
community) is important. We are able to get things done
for our fellow Veterans, and hopefully, other organiza-
tions will follow,”
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By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

From the shores of the small Mediterranean
country of Cyprus, to jungle warfare training in Aus-
tralia, Emile Highway travelled places and made
friends beyond what he could have imagined before
his 20-year military career.

Highway, a residential school survivor from Sou-
thend, Saskatchewan, joined the armed forces in
1962 to learn about the world.

That curiosity took him all over continental Eu-
rope and Scandinavia and gave him a lifetime of
memories: he was almost shot in the back in Cyprus;
he spent weeks in a British hospital after a training
accident; he started a family with a woman, Barba-
ra, whom he met in Germany; he broke bread and
made friends with Germans, Italians, French, English
and Dutch people; he got up early every morning to

LLOYD HAMILTON
Metis Heroes Honoured

“Métis men enlisted for a variety of reasons, not just
patriotism. By enlisting, many escaped grinding poverty
in their road allowance or northern bush communities,
while others were following a sense of adventure.”

- page 8
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put in a hard day’s work; he learned about cultures
and beliefs in different countries, which opened his
eyes to the inequalities between white societies and
Indigenous people, he said.

Highway’s decorated military career is just one
of the many stories included in the new book from
the Saskatchewan First Nations Veterans Associa-
tion (SFNVA), onapéhkasowiyiniwak kisiskaciwan
ohci/Courageous Warriors of Saskatchewan: We An-
swered the Call.

It gave many veterans an opportunity to tell their
stories about why and how they joined up and what
happened when they did, said Steven Ross, Grand
Chief of the SFNVA.

“Some people walked many, many miles just to
join the Armed Forces. It's a very exciting book, and
it's good for the families so they can understand what
happened to (their family members) who joined the
Armed Forces.”
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continued page 10

FSIN CHIEF BOBBY CAMERON
FSIN Ready for New Term

“First Nations face so much inequalities, discrimination and
racism in many sectors. Once in a while there’s a shining
moment, but those are few and far between right now.”

- page 14
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Indigenous veterans group advocates, connects

By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

In the past, the Canadian government too often brushed aside Indigenous
Veterans returning home from service, but since 1972 the Saskatchewan First
Nations Veterans’ Association (SFNVA) has ensured that no one goes unrec-
ognized.

“They have pride when they’re recognized. Before, nothing was ever men-
tioned when Veterans passed away. So at least now they’re being recognized
by the people, by the Veterans themselves — we do a lot of PR work like that,”
said Steven Ross, Grand Chief of the association.

“Our job is to advocate for the Veterans... There’s still a lot of people who
don’t understand what benefits are available to them,” he said.

The organization also helps veterans to keep in touch.

“I'm still connected to some of my friends from the Armed Forces from
over 50 years ago. That (sense of community) is important. We are able to get
things done for our fellow Veterans, and hopefully, other organizations will
follow,” he said.

Ross said he is most proud of the SFNVA’s Courageous Warriors of Sas-
katchewan book, released earlier in 2021, which highlights the stories of
many of Saskatchewan’s Indigenous Veterans over the last century.

The organization also offers semi-military, semi-Christian military funerals
services, which its members conduct themselves. They also work with the
federal government to place military markers on Veterans’ grave sites.

“I believe every Veteran deserves that,” said Ross.

“They were willing to die for their country, die for the Queen, willing to
die for the land, for their people, for the Treaty.”

The association, which was created to promote, preserve and protect the
Treaty Rights of First Nations Veterans, serves about 75 full-member veterans,
and around 100 associate members. About 20 of those fulltime members are
still in service.

It is a branch of the Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations (FSIN),
led by an elected Grand Chief and representative Presidents in Prince Albert,

Saskatchewan First Nations Veterans Association Grand Chief Ste-
ven Ross in this EFN file photo from an event in 2016. (Photo by EFN)

Regina-Fort Qu’Appelle, and North Battleford.

To qualify as a full member, one must have an honourable discharge from
the Armed Forces, said Ross. Associate members are for family members, or
anyone else who wishes to participate and support in the activities of the
organization. Both membership types pay a $25 annual fee, and receive a
quarterly newsletter, invitations to social gatherings, and for the full members,
access to benefits and assistance receiving benefits.

This book is but one small token of our

To order a copy of onapéhkasowiyiniwak
kisiskaciwan ohci, please contact:

Shelley Mike at shelley.mike@FSIN.com or
phone: 306.665.1215.

onapéhkasowiyiniwak
kisiskaciwan ohci

Courageous Warriors of Saskatchewan

The Saskatchewan First Nations Veterans
Association wants to ensure that Canada
and the world recognize their sacrifices and
that Canada acknowledges the injustices
experienced by the First Nations Veterans
upon their return from military service.

recognition and appreciation for their service.
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Stolen valour, stolen Indigeneity, both shameful

One thing about the military, is they keep things black and white. And
they don’t mess around.

A few years back, one of our freelance writers went to a big event and
interviewed veterans and, from those interviews, compiled a bunch of mini
profiles that we ran in our paper and then on our web site. Once the stories
hit the website, we received a call from a former soldier that we know and
trust. He informed us that one of the people we had profiled was a former
soldier but was being accused of stolen valour.

According to the Legion movement, when
an individual commits stolen valour - wearing
government sanctioned medals, uniforms, or
decorations they are not entitled to, or possess-
ing documentation that falsely identifies them as
Canadian Armed Forces — they degrade the hon-
our and sacrifices of those rightly wearing the
uniform.

We immediately removed the profile of % S
the offending soldier out of respect for all the
men and women in our forces who had earned
those medals justly. It was the least we could do.
Didn’t even have to think about it.

And it turns out that the military takes this very seriously and people
that steal valour are guilty of breaking the law. It is an offence under Sec-
tions 419 A and B of the Criminal Code of Canada for anyone, other than
the recipient, to wear a uniform of the Canadian Armed Forces or Service
Insignia, such as medals, ribbons, badges, chevrons or other decoration.
It is also an offence for anyone to wear any imitation of the above if it is
likely to be mistaken for the said uniform or service insignia. How fitting.
Charging a person who is committing a fraud.

This phenomenon of acting as something you're not to further yourself
has been all too real in academia this month as Dr. Carrie Bourassa was
outed as a “pretendian.” According to Wikipedia, “A Pretendian is a person
who is asserted to have falsely claimed Indigenous identity by claiming to
be a citizen of a Native American tribal nation, or to be descended from
Native ancestors. As a practice, pretendianism is an extreme form of cultur-
al appropriation, sometimes also referred to as ethnic fraud or race shifting.

Dr Bourassa has shifted race quite often. She started as a Métis, then
became Anishinaabe Métis and then it became ludicrous when she was

1 Publisher’s

self declaring as Tlingit as well. What was next, Aztec and Mohawk? The
most egregious part of Bourassa’s story was her reflecting on growing up
Indigenous with poverty, violence, racism and sexual abuse. Did that give
her assumed street cred? All | know is I feel sorry for her husband and
daughter and her siblings and parents.

When you steal valour, you immediately undermine the lived reality of
those soldiers, their deeds and sacrifices. It is no different with pretendians.

Bourassa’s claiming Indigeneity undermines our lived reality and ac-
cepting funding intended for Indigenous schol-
ars is especially insulting as we honour our vet-
erans who were denied the benefits accorded to
white veterans.

They make a law for stolen valour; I wonder
when our government will follow up with some
sort of law or way to police this increasing trend
of people wanting to Indigenize themselves. We
certainly have our own ways to safeguard, but
many times the big old institutions tend to ig-
nore our customs and the fakes take space in-
tended for Indigenous folks.

Remember back in the day when there was no currency at all in telling
people your Indigenous ancestry? The only good thing out of this pretendi-
an thing is it seems more folks think it is cool to be Indigenous now.

Credit must go to Dr. Winona Wheeler and Dr. Caroline Tait for stand-
ing up, exposing the fraud and insisting on accountability at the Univer-
sity. Credit to the University of Saskatchewan and the Canadian Institutes
of Health Research (CIHR) for finally (belatedly) suspending her from her
position.

Notes

John Lagimodiere

Newsmaker of the year 2021

Is 2021 the year of the pretendian?! Michelle Latimer and Bourassa
both in the limelight for their exposed backgrounds. Or maybe the News-
maker of the Year is Bobby Cameron? Recently re-elected FSIN Chief for
the third time in a row. Or could it be Canoe Lake Young Guns winning the
Freddie Sasakamoose Memorial?

We need your input on the newsmakers of 2021 and your suggestions
for the ultimate newsmaker of 2021. Send your nominees in through our
Facebook or hit us at contact@eaglefeathernews.com
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’;‘“ Reconciliation Ally: Col. Gwen Bourque X

By Betty Ann Adam
of Eagle Feather News

As the highest-ranking army officer between Thunder Bay and Saskatche-
wan, Colonel Gwen Bourque is pleased that the number of Indigenous mem-
bers in her brigade has increased in the three
years since she took leadership.

Across Canada, Indigenous people make
up about five per cent of the population. At a
time when numbers in the military are drop-
ping because of the pandemic, in Bourque’s
38 Canadian Brigade Group, about 9 per
cent are indigenous, up from eight per cent
last year and seven the year before that.

“I was a little surprised because | didn’t
know the stats and | am very, very happy and
super proud,” she said in a recent interview.

“| feel like people obviously like the cul-
ture and the lifestyle... It tells me there is
hope that we’ll see more because obviously
people must be enjoying it if the numbers are
going up.”

Bourque credits her team, especially In-
digenous advisor, Joel Pederson, for connect-
ing her with the community.

“He really helps me. He educates me,”
she said.

Soldiers are required to take a one-day
Indigenous awareness training course, but upon taking the lead, Bourque
created a Diversity, Inclusion and Aboriginal Committee. It is planning an
online Indigenous speaker’s series, which they hope will include someone
from Cowessess First Nation, to talk about the 750 unmarked graves at the
residential school site there.

Bourque has also implemented land acknowledgements at meetings and

Mandatory Masks Indoors and Proof of Vaccination

We need your help to keep Saskatchewan safe.
Remember the rules and be kind to those doing
their jobs to support the public health measures.

The public health order for province-wide mandatory masking
in all indoor public spaces, including schools, has been extended
until November 30. This is in addition to the proof of COVID-19
vaccination or a negative test required to access a range of
businesses, event venues, as well as for specific employees

as outlined by their employers.

The fastest and easiest way to get your proof of vaccine

is by setting up a MySaskHealthRecord account from

eHealth Saskatchewan.
www.ehealthsask.ca/MySaskHealthRecord/MySaskHealthRecord

Get vaccinated - arm yourself with the best defence
against serious illness, hospitalization and death.

www.eaglefeathernews.com

Colonel Gwen Bourque is striving to make Indigenous
awareness and inclusion a normal part of being in the
army reserves. (Photo supplied)

opportunities to participate in sweat lodge ceremonies. On September 30,
members of the Brigade wore orange shirts and were encouraged to attend
local events. When the Command Council, comprised of the heads of every
army unit from Thunder Bay to Saskatchewan met in Winnipeg in October, all
50 of them participated in a smudging ceremony.

“We're trying to have that Indigenous
component to all of our meetings,” she said.

Bourque thinks all these practices are
making Indigenous awareness and inclusion
a normal part of being in the army reserves.

“It was important to me with everything
that was happening with residential schools.
| know everyone’s lives, especially our Indig-
enous members’, lives were affected by this.
| really wanted them to start feeling more a
part of our team, knowing that we under-
stood where they’re coming from, because
they have tons of challenges and it’s a big
part of Canada.”

In her civilian life, Bourque is the Direc-
tor of Information Technology at Sask Poly-
technique in Saskatoon, where she took In-
digenous awareness training, which led to a
growing understanding of the need for Cana-
dians to recognize and work with Indigenous
people around them.

“l had a couple of folks who worked for
me there who | get along with quite fondly
and just the more | learned, the more interested | became.”

She knew of soldiers who were struggling with trauma from the past, often
in the form of alcohol abuse and poverty.

“I thought it's so important for people in the military to understand where
these folks are coming from, so we can figure out how best to support them.”
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Indigenous veterans honoured with Regina memorial

By Julia Peterson
for Eagle Feather News

A memorial to honour Indigenous veterans will be unveiled on National
Indigenous Veterans Day, November 8 ,near the cenotaph in Regina’s Victoria
Park.

It will be one of 12 granite pedestals to honour veterans and educate the
public about significant moments in Canada’s military history, which were de-
signed by Regina’s Royal United Services Institute (RUSI).

“I have long held a belief that, especially in the First and the Second World
Wars, when the Indigenous veterans came home, they simply weren’t treated
right,” said Brad Hrycyna, retired Army Major and president of RUSI in Regina.

“They didn’t get the same benefits that the non-Indigenous veterans did,
and that has always angered me. So although it’s going to be one of the last
pedestals that we put up, it was one of the first pedestals that we decided had
to be amongst the 12.”

The text on the pedestal describes Indigenous peoples’ “long and proud
tradition of military service” in the Canadian Armed Forces in the First and Sec-
ond World Wars, the Korean War, peacekeeping operations and Afghanistan.

“They have done so with dedication, initiative and bravery,” the plaque
reads. “Recognized fieldcraft skills such as patience, stealth and marksman-
ship saw many excel as snipers and scouts. Using Indigenous languages, some
of them also served as code talkers during the Second World War.”

INDIGENOUS VETERANS

The First Nations, Métis and Inuit people of Canada have a long and proud
tradition of military service. From a strong sense of duty they volunteered
for the Canadian military and brought with them their unique experience.

Indigenous Canadians served in the First and Second World Wars, the Korean War,
peacekeeping operations and Afghanistan. They have done so with dedication,
initiative and bravery. Recognized fieldcraft skills such as patience, stealth
and marksmanship saw many excel as snipers and scouts. Using
Indigenous languages, some of them also served as code talkers
during the Second World War.

More than 12,000 First Nations, Métis and Inuit people
have served in Canada’s wars. Over 500 lost their lives,
and many suffered physical and psychological injuries.

In honour of their service, 8 November has been designated
Indigenous Veterans Day.

WE SHALL REMEMBER THEM

THE ROYAL UNITED SERVICES INSTITUTE OF REGINA
Honouring the Canadian Armed Forces
and its members past and present

This commemorative pedestal is made possible through funding by Veterans Affairs Canada

The pedestal honouring Indigenous veterans - one of 12 being in-
stalled around the cenotaph in Regina’s Victoria Park this year - will
be unveiled on November 8th. (Submitted by Brad Hrycyna).

For Hrycyna, these pedestals are particularly important as older genera-
tions of veterans are dying and can no longer tell their own stories.

“After Remembrance Day a couple years ago, myself and a couple other
members from the Institute were talking,” he said. “And we were wonder-
ing just how many people who come to Remembrance Day services or walk
through Victoria Park and see the cenotaph know what’s going on.

“And we felt that most people understand that the cenotaph is for remem-
brance of our veterans, but probably many fewer of them understand what
they should be remembering.”

Hrycyna says it has been gratifying to see everyone from community mem-
bers to politicians coming out to see the pedestals. Members of Parliament,
MLAs, Regina mayor Sandra Masters and many local veterans have come to
the unveilings. So has Saskatchewan Lieutenant Governor Russ Mirasty.

“| feel strongly that we owe our veterans and military people our sincere
thanks for their service to our country,” said Mirasty. “My wife Donna and |
have attended all the Royal United Services Institute pedestal unveilings at the

d apich
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Brad Hrycyna, retired Major and President of Regina’s Royal
United Services Institute on left and Lieutenant Governor Russ
Mirasty inspect the pedestal that was erected last year at Regi-
na’s Cenotaph on November 8th, National Indigenous Veterans
Day. (Photo supplied by Brad Hrycyna)

Cenotaph in Regina, and we appreciate RUSI’s efforts to honour veterans and
to provide public education.”

The Mirastys will be in attendance when the Indigenous Veterans pedestal
is unveiled as well.

“Donna’s father and uncles served in the Second World War,” he said.
“Donna’s father was wounded and carried the scars for the rest of his life.
Indigenous veterans did not receive the same benefits as non-Indigenous vet-
erans after the war.

“I'am thankful to RUSI for creating a plaque in honour of Indigenous veter-
ans, who have, and continue to make important contributions to the Canadian
Armed Forces.”
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at St Peter’s Mission
There is a beautiful, pristine prairie valley in the Sun River country of .
north centre}l Montana. At the valley floor there is a winding clear-water 8 10/ Of our serV|ce
stream flowing past a small church of hewn log, more than a century old. 0
It was here at St Peter’s Mission, Métis leader Louis Riel found sanctuary
following the violent subjugation of the Métis in Manitoba in 1871. spend at northern
In 1884 a delegation from Batoche up north came with the urgent
request he return with them to lead his people in their stand against the SaSkatChewan
Canadian Government. Once more the Métis concerns and petitions were M M M M
being swept aside as they had been at Red River. Conflict became inevi- mlne Sltes IS Wlth
local northern

businesses

Not many people know that
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Trail :
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John Cuthand 2020 ESG Report
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table and a short, sharp war followed. Riel, among others, was arrested.
He was charged with treason punishable by death and found guilty. On
November sixteenth 1885 he was executed.

The love of his people and the persecution they experienced meant
he willingly sacrificed his life for their cause. He was vilified by colonial
history, but his people have honored his legacy through the generations
that followed.

In 1984, | worked as one of the organizers for the old Association of
Métis and Non-Status Indians of Saskatchewan (AMNSIS) commemorating
the centennial of the 1885 Resistance. Some of us felt strongly we should
make a journey to Saint Peter’s Mission on the exact day, one hundred
years later, when the horseman arrived seeking Riel’s return.

Our delegation included AMNSIS vice president Clem Chartier, area
director Frank Thompkins, Roy “the judge” Fosseneuve, author Rudy Wie-
be, Louise from French radio Canada CBC and two locals from Great Falls.

We followed the winding road down to the church below. A short path
led to the site. The church, despite its age, was in exceptional condition.
Some went inside and prayer was given in French. We each gave testimony
to the meaning this place held for us all. One local woman, who knew a
history of foster care, said she had wondered all her life who her people
were and now she knew. It was a very emotional moment for her. Testi-
mony was short but deeply moving. There was no need to speak at length.
Earth was gathered to be taken back to Batoche and mixed with the earth
to nourish a commemorative tree. Riel’s presence was keenly felt.

Frank Thompkins and Roy Fosseneuve later visited Montana communi-
ties that knew a Métis past, such as Lewiston, Choteau and Babb. Among
their number were descendants of those who had come as refugees fol-
lowing 1885. In 1896 Queen Victoria granted amnesty. Some returned to
Canada and some stayed. The Montana people responded and have come
Back to Batoche in increasing numbers over the years.

When we left, | noticed we all wept and | strongly sensed Riel wept
with us. A spiritual connection between the past, the present and, perhaps,
the future was made. Nothing is lost unless a people allow it to be lost.
An unbroken dream, then as now, endures despite the suffering of gener-
ations.

Cameco.

Energizing a clean-air world

R.I.P OCT 22, 1844 -
Louis Riel Jr NoOV 16, 1885
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Métis veteran numbers undocumented by Canadian military

By Darren R. Préfontaine
for Eagle Feather News

During the First World War, the Second World War, and the Korean War,
Métis men and women from across the Métis Nation enlisted in the Canadian
military in large numbers.

Unfortunately, we cannot precisely quantify enlistment figures for these
Métis service members because they were not allowed to self-identify as Mé-
tis. This especially bothered Claude Adams of St. Louis, Saskatchewan, who
was a member of Canada’s Special Forces during the Second World War.

In military records, soldiers were categorized as either Treaty Indians or
by their ancestral European ethnicities, since there was no category for Métis.

——

— p —

The National Métis Veterans Monument in Batoche has the names
of thousands of Métis veterans inscribed in it. (Photo courtesy GDI)

While we don’t have exact numbers, we know that several thousand Mé-
tis volunteered and served during both world wars and in the Korean War
in the army, navy and air force. Many army regiments, such as the Cana-
diens-Francais du Nord-Ouest, the Princess Patricia’s Canadian Light Infantry,
the Loyal Edmonton Regiment, the Regina Rifle Regiment (now the Royal Re-
gina Rifles), the Saskatoon Light Infantry, the South Saskatchewan Regiment,
and the Winnipeg Grenadiers had scores of Métis servicemen.

Marie Agnes Shortt and Herman Dumont. Marie was with the Cana-
dian Women’s Army Corps. (Photo courtesy Senator Nora Cummings)

Many of these Métis volunteers had direct ancestors who fought in the
1885 Resistance. For instance, Gabriel Dumont’s nephews and great-neph-
ews served, as did Louis Riel’s, including Louis-Philippe Riel, a renowned
sniper in the First World War who killed 30 Germans before he himself was
killed on January 15, 1916.

Claude Adams, far right and Max Lucier (with sash) at a veterans
honouring. (Photo courtesy GDI archives)

Patrice Fleury, a Métis veteran of 1885, lost a son in the First World War.
When reflecting upon the war and his family’s loss, he wrote, “Today there are
no more staunch upholders of the rights of Canada than the Métis, and many
are those of the younger generation, who have laid down their lives for King
and Country during the late war.”

Métis men enlisted for a variety of reasons, not just patriotism. By enlist-
ing, many escaped grinding poverty in their road allowance or northern bush
communities, while others were following a sense of adventure. Traditional
Métis skills, such as trapping, hunting, scouting,and guiding were in high de-
mand by the military and made the Métis very successful soldiers.

continued page 9 ...
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... continued from page 8

Métis women also served in large numbers, as well, during the Second
World War, but in non-combat roles. These veterans included Saskatoon’s
Dorothy Trotchie, (later Askwith) who served with the Royal Canadian Air
Force’s Women'’s Division and her relative, Marie Agnes Shortt, (later Klassen)
who served with the Canadian Women’s Army Corps.

This tradition of service continued into the Korean War and beyond. For
instance, Lloyd Hamilton, the great-grandson (through adoption) of Gabriel
Dumont, served in the Canadian Army during the Korean War. On one oc-
casion, he worked with an American soldier to save 80 Korean children in

Métis veteran Lloyd Hamilton and an America soldier saved 80 Ko-
rean children during the Korean War. For that action he received a
medal from the United Nations. (Photo courtesy GDI archives)

COMING SOON

what opioids are

Duncan McCue, CBC Radio Host

i[clln;a

Dorothy Askwith (nee Trotchie), Métis veteran, served with Royal Ca-
nadian Air Force’s Women’s Division. (Photo courtesy Senator Nora
Cummings)

an orphanage, who were caught in the Korean Demilitarized Zone. For this
action, Lloyd received medal from the United Nations.

Following the Second World War, many Métis veterans would become
political leaders and activists, particularly within the Métis Society of Sas-
katchewan. They also founded Indian and Métis Friendship Centres and Le-
gion branches.

Sadly, Métis veterans were often unable to obtain their veterans’ benefits
after their military service, and their struggle for restitution continues to this
day.

To honour Métis veterans from across the Métis Nation Homeland, the
Gabriel Dumont Institute and various Métis organizations have built the Na-
tional Métis Veterans Monument. Located in Batoche, the monument includes
the names of thousands of Métis veterans from the 1885 Resistance to the
present.
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Indigenous veterans stories come to life in new book

continued from cover ...

Courageous Warriors is a 79-page book highlighting the stories and mil-
itary careers of 50 Indigenous Veterans from Saskatchewan. It chronicles a
rich, and often neglected, part of Canadian history — with stories from World
War Il Veterans like Virginia Pechawis of Mistawasis Cree Nation, who enlist-
ed in 1944 at 18, to Veterans like Shaun Wendell Cameron of Beardy’s and
Okemasis Cree Nation, who retired as a Sergeant in 2016 after 18 years of
service.

“It's been very rewarding. The feeling that the Veterans get when they see
the book, when they see themselves, when they see their buddies, when they
see their stories. It's a great feeling to have someone recognize you and having
these stories finally come to light,” said Ross.

Ross had been trying to get the book, his “pet project,” off the ground
for years, he said, but it was finally made possible by a $60,000 grant from
Nutrien.

The SFNVA began reaching out to its members in July 2020 asking for
contributions to the book. Compiling and documenting the detailed individ-
ual stories proved to be a challenge, said Ted Whitecalf, the book’s producer.

“We were persistent, leaving messages until they’re tired of you. | did a lot
of phone and Zoom interviews. Then, once we did the transcribing, we fired

‘onapéhkasowiyiniwak
| kisiskaciwan ohci

Courageous Warriors of Saskatchewan captures the stories of fif-
ty First Nation veterans from Saskatchewan. (Image courtesy Ted
Whitecalf)

that back to them to make sure everything was accurate. When they tell you
(of some little town in Germany), we had to make sure we had all the details,
all the proper spelling,” Whitecalf said.

“A lot of these Veterans were very humble about it. They don’t just come
out and boast about themselves,” he said.

“It’s been very rewarding. The feeling that the
Veterans get when they see the book, when they
see themselves, when they see their buddies,
when they see their stories. It's a great feeling to
have someone recognize you and having these
stories finally come to light,”

Whitecalf, who has published about 20 other books through his company,
Sweet Grass Records, was tasked with interviewing, transcribing, and photo-
graphing the subjects of the book, which took about nine months to complete.
It has since sold about 1,000 copies, many of them to elementary and high

Steven Ross, Grand Chief of the Saskatchewan First Nations Veter-
ans Association (Photo by Ted Whitecalf)

schools around the province. It is now on it’s second printing.

“It's something that really hit me to my core,” Whitecalf said of working
on the book.

“We are so lucky we don’t have to (do what these Veterans did). We re-
ally take things for granted that these Veterans at the time had to defend our
country. Every time | think of a Veteran now, | really want to thank you for
defending us, for doing what you believed in at the time. For the rest of us to
enjoy today,” he said.

One of the veterans in the book is David R. Gamble of Beardy’s and Oke-
masis Cree Nation, who enlisted in 1990 and served in Canada for six years,
during peace time. His story, like many other veterans, is a journey of personal

growth. continued on page 11 ...

Ted Whitecalf, producer of the ondpéhkasowiyiniwak kisiskaciwan
ohci/Courageous Warriors of Saskatchewan: We Answered the Call
book (Photo submitted by Ted Whitecalf)
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“I was getting into a
lot of trouble when | was
young, so a cop told me
to do something with my
life, become a cop or join
the army. ‘You'll end up
in the pen if you don't
straighten yourself out’,”
said Gamble.

“The military taught
me a lot of discipline.”

Gamble said he’s not
looking for individual rec-
ognition from the book,
but hopes it impacts First
Nations and young minds.

“We put the book out
so we could teach other
First Nations around Sas-
katchewan and Canada
what we did and what we
still do, so the younger
kids can get information
about their families, their
grandmas and grandpas.
| have a 17-year-old son
who is asking me when he can sign up,” said Gamble.

The SFNVA is planning to publish a second book, focusing on the stories
of Veterans from the First and Second World Wars and the Korean War, who
have already passed on.

|
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David Gamble, Veteran who served for
six years, and currently serves as SFNVA
Prince Albert Vice-President (Photo by
Shelley Mike)

It gave many veterans an opportunity to tell
their stories about why and how they joined
up and what happened when they did

For Emile Highway, the book is long overdue, and exposes important con-

tributions that Indigenous people made for Canada.
“Reconciliation comes into play here. There can be no Reconciliation

until the truth can be
known about the history
of the country and how
it treated its Aboriginal
people,” he said.

“We want to rouse
some interest and get
people asking questions.
We want to instill some
pride and understanding
in the people whose rel-
atives put on a uniform
— some of whom died,
who never came home.
They made the ultimate
sacrifice for a country
that didn’t always treat
Aboriginal people fair-
Iy-//

Emile Highway, who served in the Canadian
military for 20 years, and now is President of
the SFNVA Prince Albert division (Photo by

Joining the military Ted Whitecalf)
took Highway around
the world — an experience he misses. That distance gave him a profound real-
ization about his home.

“After a while, the an-
swer came to me, that rea-
son why | was there. Initial-
ly it was for the adventure
and to prove to my dad
that | was a man. But it was
more than that for us Ab-
original soldiers. | came to
realize that | was there not
because of broken treaties
and broken promises made
by governments, that | was
there for the love of the
land. For that reason, and
that reason alone. The land
of my ancestors,” Highway
said.

Arthur Anderson, from Gordon First Na-
tion, who served from 1955 to 1983 (Photo
by Ted Whitecalf)
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Modern day soldier inspired by ancestors

By Rose Mansbridge-Goldie
of Eagle Feather News

Trent Gervais has been living his childhood dream of being a soldier for more
than a decade. The Cree and Dene infantry officer has been with the Canadian Armed
Forces since 2011.

“Part of learning my culture has been finding and embracing my warrior spirit and
so, in my mind, the military was the obvious route for me to go about that,” Gervais
said.

Gervais said he learned about his culture from his parents and Elders at Flying
Dust First Nation but felt the “warrior culture” of his people was missing.

While there were a few veter-
ans in his community, Gervais did
not hear their stories.

He wanted to experience the
military himself. He was 18 when
he joined the primary reserves of
the Northern Saskatchewan regi-
ment.

Gervais is inspired by his un-
cle, Will Quinney, who served
in Afghanistan twice, and by his
great-grandfather, Alphonse Meras-
ty, a Second World War veteran.

“(My uncle) was always sup-
porting me through my journey to
become an infantry officer and he
still is to this day,” he said.

For Gervais, Remembrance Day
is about honouring all of the fallen
soldiers, including his great-grand-
father and other Indigenous veter-
ans who did not get the same rec-

Trent Gervais (right) receiving his
commission script from Col. Tony
Engleberts (left) in 2013, signifying

he had completed training as a Lieu-
tenant in the Canadian Armed Forces.
(Photo submitted by Trent Gervais)

ognition when they came home from combat.
“Everything I do in uniform is because of my great-grandfather,” Gervais said. “So

Join the conversation about
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Learn how nuclear power from small
modular reactors can help us reach net-zero
greenhouse gas emissions by 2050. Join the
conversation by attending an info session.

Scan this code with your mobile
device to register for a session or
learn more.

ki SaskPower

. ®
Powering our future

when November 11th comes, his legacy and the sacrifices he made are always in my
memory and in my thoughts.”

In 2016 he trained to be an officer in New Brunswick for 12 months. Gervais
said he was the only Indigenous person that he knew of, but it wasn’t a negative thing
and he didn’t feel left out. The training involved three months of intensive, outdoor
experience.

“You're living outside and it doesn’t matter if it's rainy, snowing, plus 40 or minus
40. As an infantry officer, you've got to be able to lead even though you're feeling all
of these negative effects, whether it be weather, whether it be hunger, you know, that
you're tired.

“There were lots of times | wondered, ‘what am | doing right now?” A lot of my
friends and family were enjoying their summers and here | was in the middle of a
forest, freezing.”

Despite his doubts, he pushed through.

“Accomplishing that was one of the proudest things I've done in the military so
far” he said.

He was promoted to captain as of March 2018.

Gervais doesn’t consider himself a veteran because he hasn’t served overseas yet,
but he is “actively looking to deploy.”

He is hoping to deploy to Eastern Europe or the Middle East in the near future.

“It's one of the biggest goals I'm looking toward achieving right now,” he said.

MBA
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« 2 years (16 weekends/year)
« Starts January 2022
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Information Sessions:
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Saturday, November 27  10AM
Friday, December 10 | 12PM

Visit greatplainscollege.ca/mba to register.

OFFERED IN PARTNERSHIP WITH:

Cape great plains
Breton _ o e
University ’
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Last Post Fund provides grave markers for veterans

By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

Some families at Kawacatoose First Nation have spent years, even de-
cades, waiting for a proper military gravestone for Veterans in their families
who have passed. next spring, when the
ground thaws, the Last Post Fund will en-
sure those families will wait no longer.

“The families are so happy. This is long
awaited,” said Gloria LaPlante.

“One family was told many years ago
a grave marker was coming, but it never
came. They had to put up their own tempo-
rary grave marker. Now they are so happy
that it is finally coming.”

LaPlante, a teacher’s assistant at Kawa-
catoose First Nation, has been working for
the last year with the Last Post Fund — a Ca-
nadian non-profit started in 1909 to ensure
no Veteran is denied a dignified funeral or
a military gravestone — to place markers at
the First Nation.

LaPlante and the Last Post Fund have
identified nine Veterans’ grave sites at
Kawacatoose where proper military mark-
ers will be placed, and one at the nearby
Day Star First Nation. All of the gravestones
are for Veterans from the First and Second
World Wars or the Korean War.

When all the grave markers are ready, Chief and council at Kawacatoose
have decided they will be installed during a special ceremony next May at the
First Nation, LaPlante said.

“The community has been waiting. We have families here, their Veterans
have passed on, and they have grandchildren who would like to see their
grandpa with a grave marker or headstone,” she said.

In 2019, the Last Post Fund launched the Indigenous Veterans Initiative,

Gloria LaPlante)

WIN vrro
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Tickets available November 19 - 25, 2021.
Draw Date Friday, November 26, 2021 at noon.
{Purchase in Saskatchewan only)
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Gloria LaPlante of Kawacatoose First Nation has been
working with the Last Post Fund to place grave markers for
deceased Veterans at her First Nation. (Photo submitted by

which offers the placement of a military marker and inscription of Indigenous
Veterans’ traditional names on existing tombstones previously placed by the
Last Post Fund.

Since 2019, 130 grave markers across Canada have been ordered or al-
ready placed by the Fund. In Saskatchewan, more than 20 grave markers have
been ordered or already placed. About 60
more unmarked graves of Indigenous Vet-
erans have also been found.

Other First Nations working with the
Last Post Fund include Montreal Lake Cree
Nation, Cumberland House Cree Nation
and Mistawasis Néhiyawak.

“We are extremely pleased to be in-
volved with Indigenous communities in
Saskatchewan and throughout Canada in
order to provide grave markers for Veter-
ans lying in unmarked graves. We thank
the communities that we have worked with
so far and the researchers for their engage-
ment and their invaluable work. We look
forward to honouring more Veterans miss-
ing a grave marker,” said Edouard Pahud,
executive director of the Last Post Fund.

After receiving the military records
from the Last Post Fund, LaPlante took
them to each family to ensure accuracy
and for families to choose what they want
depicted on the marker. Most chose an ea-
gle, she said.

The task has been personal and rewarding for LaPlante, who has many
Veterans in her family, all of whom she considers her heroes, she said.

“My heart was always to the Veterans,” she said.

“They fought for our country, they should be recognized. They didn’t get
anything when the war was over. | think we have to have a proper marking for
them, it's something they worked for, something they earned.”

Agency Chiefs
N
77/ Child & Family Services

Now accepting applications for

Foster Homes

If you are interested in becoming a
caregiver for ACCFS contact Verla Thomas
at 306-883-3345 and learn about the
incentives involved as well.

Proudly serving the communities of

Pelcan Lake First Nation, Witchekan Lake First Nation and Whitecap Dakota Nation
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FSIN executive identify issues as new term begins

By Betty Ann Adam
of Eagle Feather News

Saskatchewan chiefs decided to stay the course, re-electing four incum-
bents to lead the Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations (FSIN) and
bringing in one newcomer, lawyer Alyson Bear, to fill the vacated position of
Third Vice-Chief.

d e ~ " L i = e

The executive of the Federation of Sovereign Indigenous Nations were sworn in November 1st. From left are 1st
Vice Chief David Pratt, 2nd Vice Chief Dutch Lerat, 3rd Vice Chief Ally Bear, Fourth Vice Chief Heather Bear and

Chief Bobby Cameron. (Photo by Shelley Mike)

Chief Bobby Cameron, who returns for his third term, is pleased with the
Federation’s accomplishment of signing an Internet Online Gaming Agree-
ment with the province, which he says will generate millions and eventually
billions of dollars for the 74 member First Nations.

“We have full exclusive rights for five years... This agreement (will put us
in) a good solid position in five years. We would pretty much run the online
Internet gaming and we want to take this to an international level,” he said.

In 10 to 30 years, “if it's done rightly... it'll generate billions of dollars,”
Cameron said.

First Nations and the province will split the profits 50-50. The six existing
on-reserve casinos pay 25 per cent of profits to the province, something Cam-
eron has long wanted to change.

“We figure in five years we would have a good position to eventually get
rid of the 25 per cent or at least bring it down to maybe even five per cent.
These are all initial ideas,” he said.

In education, Cameron would like to see Indigenous language immersion
programs in schools being funded as well as French immersion, which re-
ceives about $22,000 per student per year.

“It should be a no-brainer,” he said. “First Nations face so much inequal-
ities, discrimination and racism in many sectors. Once in a while there’s a
shining moment, but those are few and far between right now.”

First Vice Chief David Pratt says now that the Child Welfare Reform Bill
C-92 has been passed, many First Nations are working individually and in
groups to take control from the Ministry of Social Services. The FSIN will be
working to ensure they are adequately funded , he said.

First Nations will generally begin taking jurisdiction of certain aspects of
child welfare and ramp up over the years until they have complete control,
Pratt said.

“I think they’ll do a better job because they’ll stop traumatizing our kids
and moving them all over like cattle, which (the government is) doing right
now.

“We're trying to keep them connected to their communities and rooting

them in their culture and identity and support families with their trauma,” he
said, noting that Indian Residential Schools led to generations of children and
parents traumatized by physical and sexual abuse.

“We're trying to break that cycle, to build healthy happy homes... Every-
thing that family requires is encompassed within that Child Welfare Reform
bill, including supports for the families.”

“(It) is broad and all encompassing,” covering everything needed to pro-

______ tect children, including jus-

tice, policing, enforcement,

health and education, Pratt
said.

The chiefs have been
working toward this since
the 1980s, he said.

“Everything was based
on inherent and Treaty
rights. We never gave up ju-
risdiction over our children.
Never. Our children were
never on the negotiating ta-
ble.”

Pratt’s second priority is
creation of a health ombud-
sperson to end discrimina-
tory practices in the health
care system. Third, is mental
health and addictions ser-
vices.

“We're in a mental
health and crystal meth cri-
sis,” Pratt said.

The federation is work-
ing to obtain “significant in-
vestments” to create capac-
ity at the community level,
and pushing for more crystal
meth treatment beds - too
many people are only added
to wait lists when they ask
for help.

“A lot of our member
nations are getting ready to
declare states of emergency
around crystal meth. We're
losing more people to crys-
tal meth and opioids than

ferrd

we are to COVID,” Pratt said.

Third Vice Chief Alyson Bear is eager to get to work.

“We should be focusing on establishing our own Indigenous policing or
peace keepers. We need (more) jurisdiction over our nations,” she said. That
could include a legal team of Gladue report writers to ensure courts under-
stand the histories of people they’re sentencing and consider the intergenera-
tional effects of residential schools, she said.

She wants to support Witchekan Lake First Nation, which is taking the
Government of Saskatchewan to Federal Court for breaching the Treaty Land
Entitlement agreement by auctioning crown lands without giving first right of
refusal to First Nations.

Bear also says resource companies should be required to employ more
Indigenous people.

Fourth Vice Chief Heather Bear says government needs to stop selling
Crown lands for an irrigation project at Lake Diefenbaker without first con-
sulting First Nations about water diversion and sacred sites.

The damage to waters, including the Saskatchewan River delta, should be
a concern to settlers too, she said.

She is angered by the trespassing law that she said infringes Treaty and
inherent rights.

“To assume we know nothing is insulting and trespassing legislation - total
disrespect without consultation and we’ll go to war on that,” she said.

“The day before Treaty this was our land, we lived off the land, our food
sovereignty, our culture, everything is rooted in the land. Our Treaties were
supposed to be on top of these benefits we already had.”

Provincial employees have taken First Nations hunters” guns and charged
them under provincial laws. They also too often ignore commercial fishers
while repeatedly checking Indigenous fishers, she said.

“This is disgusting. It has to stop... At the end of the day, we need to get
rid of (the Natural Resources Transfer Act.) That's the biggest hinderance we
have in our region.”

Second Vice Chief Dutch Lerat did not respond to a request for comment.
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Community Health Nurse / RN
Employer: Yellow Quill Health Administration  # Of Position: One (1)

Employment Terms: Full-Tima Length of Employment: Permanant
Location of Employment: Yellow Quill First Nation (2hrs. 50mins, 250kms from Saskatoon,
3hrs. 268kms from Regina)

Salary: To ba determined with qualifications, INCENTIVE OPTIOMS: signing bonus, company
vehicle provided andfor relocation assistance 51500.00.

Summary

The Community Health Nurse (CHMN) will provide general community health nursing services
to residents of Yellow Quill First Nation. The CHM is required to be professionally trained, a
registered member of the Saskatchewan Registered Nurses Association and, as such, to be
knowledgeable and skillful in the nursing process as it relates to health education, health
pramotion, minor reatment and preventive services.

As a mamber of the Yellow Quill Clinic, the RN will provide nursing services and health
programming o community members who require care. The CHN will repart direcily to the
Health Manager and will recaive dinical support from the Saskatoon Tribal Couwncil. All sar-
vices provided are to be carried in a fashion that meets Yellow Quill Health Services, Saska-
toon Tribal Council, First Mation Indian Health Benefits (FMIHVIndigenous Services Canada
{ISC) Pravincial reparting requiremants.

Position Responsibilities

Mandatory Programs
* Flan design and Implement Community Health programs such as immunizations,
communicable disease, maternal child health and related client records and forms
that are applicable to each program.
* Reviewing the documentation of all client files including important meetings with
client, family members and health care providers.
* Delivery of educational opportunities as directed by community needs

Administration
* Maintaining all statistical reports on file and sending in o STC, ISC/FNIHB each §
month as per accreditation standards
* Maintaining direct contact with the Health Manager in matters concerning workers and
program delivery.
* ‘Submitting monthly reports to Health Manager and prepare an annual repart for
prasentation o the Health Commitiee.

Supervision/Consultations

* Pravide training and supervision to auxiliary health staff (i.e. CHR, MCCH).

* Communicating with other haalth care providers i.e., Hospital(s), Medical Services,
Tribal Council.

* Farticipating in Assessment Team and Case Managemeant.

* Provide relevant professional advice to all health staff employed by Yellow Quill
Health Services, and will consult and share information and advice with the
Community Home Care Nurse and Mutritionist (or ADI nurse)

* The CHN will work as parl of the Yellow Quill First Mation Health team fo provide and
dewvalop the Health Policy; Woarks closely with Health Committee, Health Manager,
First Mation Indian Health Benafits (FNIHBEMindigenous Services Canada (I5C) and
Saskatoon Tribal Coundcil.

Other Responsibilities
* Monitoring medication for clients whan necessary.
* Being available for family meetings regarding clients.
* Complying with provisions of the Yellow Quill Personnel Policy and other such policies
that may be implemented as directed.
* Maintaining a good working relationship with workers and clients.
* Travel expenses or work wehicle will be provided

Education and Experience

* Bachelor's degree in nursing from a recognized university OR Diploma in nursing
from a recognized post-secondary institution and a ISC/FMIHE recognized certificate,
ar diploma or courses in Community Health Mursing from a recognized wniversity OR
Dipdoma in nursing from a recognized post-secondary institution and First Mations and
Inuit Health Branch approved training in community health {includes In-Servica
Training Program for NU-CHN-03 lavels)

* 2 Years Experience as an RM is preferred

Knowledge, Skills/Abilities and Personal Suitability
* Casa Management and client assessment skills
* Knowledge of nursing scope of practice issues, home and community care-based
programs, adult wellnass
Strong commitment to health prevention, promotion and community developmant
Ability to work with limited supervision
Excellent communication skills both orally and writlen
Establishes and maintains affective interparsonal relationships
Initiative, judgemeant, tact and respect for diversity

Other

Official Language Requirament - English Essential, Saulteaux language an assat. Eligibality
for registration as a registered nurse in a Saskatchewan and territory of Canada; Possession
of a valid driver’s license

If intevested, submil resume, cover laffar; copies of cerlification; recent Criminal Record Check
wilh vulnerable sector check, raference latlers, copy of valid Driver's abstract, along with
confirmation of good standing with Saskatchewan Regislered Nurses™ Associalion in
confidance o
Tania Pretiyshield, Health Manager
tipretfyshield@gmail.com

This pasition will remain opan wnli! ed. Selecled applicants will ba
contacled for an intendew

Yellow Quil Health Cenlre. Box 10 Yellow Quill, 5K 504 340
Pharne: (306)322-2041 Fax: (306)322-5970

The Yellow Quill First Nation Health Department is
seeking a Registered Nurse or Licensed

Practical Nurse (LPN) on a Contract basis
(length of term is negotiable)

THE POSITION

As a member of the Health Team, the successful candidate will be
utilized as a floater in various program areas including Covid
related duties. The RN/LPN will provide comprehensive holistic
RN/LPN nursing and programming as deemed necessary.

The RN/ALPN will report directly to the Director of Health and will
receive supervisory/support from the Saskatoon Tribal Council.

DUTIES
+ Provide safe competent nursing care, which meets existing
standards;

+ Develop and maintain a close working relationship with staff,
and community members;

* Input, design and implement nursing programs as directed by
community needs;

»  Provide program statistical reports as required;

*  Provide support to auxiliary health staff; and

+  Provide support and assistance with the Covid community
response as necessary.

QUALIFICATIONS

+ Baccalaureate in Nursing, or Diploma in Practical Nursing;
eligible for registration in Saskatchewan (SRNA or SALPN}

«  Community nursing experience (preferrable);

+  Avalid Saskatchewan driver's license and a dependable
vehicle are required,;

= CPR, AED & First Aid certification required;

+ Case management and client assessment skills;

+  Strong interpersonal and communication skills (both oral and
written);

+  Ability to work effectively within a holistic team approach; and

= Strong commitment to health prevention, health promotion
and community development;

+  Previous experience working in a First Nation community
preferrable

Salary commensurate with qualifications.
Qualified applicants should forward a cover letter,
resume and names of three references fo:

Tania Prettyshield, Health Manager
Email: tiprettyshield@gmail.com
Cell: 639-945-7185

Yellow Quill Health Centre. Box 10 Yellow Quill, SK S0A 3A0
Phone: (306)322-2041 Fax: (306)322-5870

~The position will remain open until filled~
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President Ottmann feted at FNUniv installation

By Rose Mansbridge-Goldie
of Eagle Feather News

Dr. Jacqueline Ottmann was formally installed as president of First Na-
tions University of Canada (FNUniv) on October 15, amid drumming and the
smell of burning sage and sweetgrass.

Ottman, whose Anishnaabe name is Misiaykimigookpaypomoytung, was
celebrated by Métis Elder
Maria Campbell, who talk-
ed about how fitting it is to .
have a female education
leader. !

“It is our women who
are the first educators of
our people,” Campbell
said to a small gathering in
the university’s rotunda.

Campbell recalled the
cultural songs women sang
at home when she was
growing up.

“When we were chil-
dren there was always a
swing in our houses where
a baby would sleep.”

Campbell remembers
children  often sharing
a room with an aunt or
grandmother who would
sing songs to them—their
first education in their cul-
ture.

“We are acknowledg-
ing those women today by

Cadmus Delorme, Chief of Cowessess First Nation, which is Saulteaux
like Ottman’s home reserve of Fishing Lake First Nation northeast of Yorkton,
also gave Ottman a vote of confidence.

“This is the perfect time for you to be our president,” he said.

“I came to this university in 2008, excited, a rez kid—I didn’t really know
where | was going but | knew | was destined for this place. This tipi behind me
was my main classroom. The Elders | got to sit with and learn from are what

- . guided me to be the leader
ARR of my community today,”
' he said.

Delorme said he fol-
lowed his mother’s foot-
steps by attending the uni-
versity and he hopes his
daughter will be the third
generation of his family to
graduate from FNUniv.

Ottman replaces inter-
im president Bob Kayeas.
She left the position she
held since 2017 as Vice
Provost Indigenous En-
gagement at the Universi-
ty of Saskatchewan for the
new job.

Ottman said her top
priorities will be evolving
Indigenous science prac-
tices, philosophies and
perspectives but she also
wants to raise the profile
of FNUniv nationally and
internationally.

“There aren’t too many

i

&,

recognizing a woman as
president of the First Na-

“There aren’t too many umvers:tles that have Indigenous knowledge as a foundatlon
to the essence of the institution,” Ottmann says. Although her term started Septem-
ber 7, she was officially recognized as president October 15. (Photo by Rose Mans-

universities that have In-
digenous knowledge as a

tions University of Cana-
da,” Campbell said.

Itis a step toward, “put-
ting things to right among us that were torn apart by colonialism,”

bridge-Goldie)

she said.

“Having a woman in this role will change everything for us and our future
generations.

“This appointment means change and that means we have to chase out
the colonizer in us,” Campbell said.

“Dr. Ottmann is strong, courageous, gentle, kind, smart and she’s not in a
rush, she will take her time.”

foundation to the essence
of the institution,” she said.

The happy day includ-
ed performances from the Red Dog Dancers, the drumming group Red Dog
and nehiyaw and Dene hip-hop artists Eekwol and T-Rhyme.

FNUniv students wrapped Dr. Ottmann in a starblanket, which the au-
dience was told, acknowledged the ancestors that live in the stars and the
buffalo that had a home on Treaty 4 Territory.
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Experience the power of story, through the work of internationally acclaimed Anishinaabe
artist, Norval Morrisseau. Beyond his reputation as the first Indigenous artist to break
through onto Canada's contemporary art scene, was his passion and influence —
incorporating a new way of narrating story and mentorship of other Indigenous artists.
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Land based project at Wanuskewin inspires artistic expression

By NC Raine
for Eagle Feather News

In front of a group of students from Saskatoon’s Chief Whitecap and Wahkotowin
schools, dancer and musician T.J. Warren shared a story at Wanuskewin Heritage
Park of how culture and ceremonies
shaped him as an artist, a performer
and person. B

These teachings and traditions
are based directly on the knowledge,
language, and practices of his ances- ¢
tors, he said.

The students are part of a pro-
gram designed to do what Warren
described.

“(We are) educating the students
on the history and the land, and dis-
pelling myths in their own heads and
breaking down stereotypes. Then,
they get to create reflective work
from it and share the own perspec-
tive on what they’ve learned,” said
Wanuskewin community coordina-
tor Honey Constant,

The new student-directed explo-
ration of the history and culture of
the Great Plains is a project between
Wanuskewin and Saskatoon Public
Schools for Grade 7 and 8 classes at
Chief Whitecap and Wahkotowin
schools. The project was conceived
and funded by Wayne Brownlee of the The Brownlee Family Foundation.

“Living more than 6,000 years in this area, it's a pretty amazing story. | think the
more appreciated that story is, the greater pride there is. And, for non-Indigenous peo-
ple, for us to understand and appreciate that story, the story of the land, the people,
we need to know and share that,” said Brownlee.

S ———"

Champion chicken dancer and singer T.J. Warren speaks to a group of stu-
dents about how he developed his craft. (Photo by NC Raine)

The students are learning Indigenous knowledge and science as it relates to
First Nation pre-contact history by using the facilities and natural environment at
Wanuskewin Heritage Park. The students will then be given free reign, said Constant,
to exercise their knowledge-infused creativity.

“If you want to write a short story, a poem, if you want to write a rap, do a paint-
ing, or just draw a sketch. It’s whatev-
er you want it to be. Instead of doing a
test, based on standardized testing, you
assess (the students) based on what they
have learned and how they share what
they’ve learned in their own way,” she
said.

With the lessons connected to the
seasons, autumn is focused on bison
and the bison-hunting season. The win-
ter sessions will centre on storytelling,
gathering and community. Spring will
focus on regrowth.

Brownlee said he hopes more
schools will get involved and showcase
students’ art inspired by their connec-
tion to the land and history.

Trevor Iron, a teacher at Wahkotow-
in School, said the program is already
making an impact on his students.

“I can see the pride in them learn-
ing about their own history. Many stu-
dents are born and raised in Saskatoon,
so don't have that connection with the
land or their communities,” Iron said.

“It gets them focused and learning
the true history of Saskatchewan. Lots of times you don’t see it in the books, but |
know coming out here, experiencing the land, hearing the stories from the presenters,
it's adding more value to them. They actually see, hear, feel, smell, taste all the differ-
ent things that make the land significant.”

Interested in Developing
Land in Saskatoon?

Check out A Developer’s Handbook — a guide to
developing land in Saskatoon — where you will learn:

e About the development process and
incentives available

e How to prepare a proposal and purchase land

e \WWhat environmental considerations impact

land development

e How the urban reserve creation process works,

and much more!

Visit saskatoon.ca/developershandbook and

download a copy today.

'J Scaig/koaftoon

saskatoon.ca/developershandbook
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Drew Hayden Taylor play opens Persephone season

By Julia Peterson
for Eagle Feather News

Saskatoon’s Persephone Theatre is opening its 2021/22 season with a per-
formance of Cottagers and Indians, a play about environmentalism, consum-
erism and Indigenous land rights.

The story’s themes may be wide-rang-
ing, but it features only two characters
- Arthur Copper, an Indigenous man
working to repopulate lakes in southern
Ontario with wild rice, and Maureen
Poole, a white cottager who is upset that
the rice is interfering with her lake ac-
tivities and bringing down her property
values.

The play was inspired by the docu-
mentary of the same name. Both are by
Drew Hayden Taylor, a playwright, au-
thor, filmmaker and columnist from the
Curve Lake First Nation.

Jeremy Proulx, who plays Arthur,
said he was particularly excited to be
bringing this play to the stage after a long
COVID-imposed hiatus.

“Theatre has been on this great pause
for the past year and a half, two years,”
he said. “So | know this was quite spe-
cial for Persephone because they hadn't
done anything in almost two years.

“So the fact that they opened their season, coming back after two years,
with an Indigenous play by an Indigenous playwright, | thought it was really
wonderful for them to do.”

Lisa Bayliss, who plays Maureen, described the play as “a meeting of two
people who come from vastly different backgrounds and cultures.”

“Both characters start off in quite an extreme place in terms of how they’re
presented in the play - almost to the point of caricature,” she said. “And then

Lisa Bayliss and Jeremy Proulx star in Cottagers and Indians, L,
which runs on the Persephone Theatre Main Stage until Novem- derful for them to do.
ber 13th. (Photo submitted)

as the play progresses and they continue to debate and argue and try to ex-
plain their individual positions, they start to become more human. ...

“And it's wonderful because by the end, although they’ve seen each other
as human beings, the debate continues - so there’s no fairy tale ending here.”

For his part, Proulx is excited to be working on a play that addresses issues
of reconciliation, colonization and Indigenous land rights head-on.

“It's this whole discussion between
settler and Indigenous communities in
terms of how do we get around this is-
sue, move forward and coexist on this
land we call Canada?” he said.

But he says the play - while funda-
mentally issue-driven - is not didactic.

“So the fact that they
opened their season, com-
ing back after two years,
with an Indigenous play by
an Indigenous playwright, |
thought it was really won-

“The play is told lightly, through
comedy, which I find really disarms a lot
of people,” he said. “So you can think through a lot of really difficult issues
with humour.”
And Bayliss says early audiences have been enjoying the show, which
runs until November 13th.
“The Persephone audiences have been extremely receptive,” she said.
“They're laughing and they’re crying and they're right there with us all the
way.”

FEDERAL
INDIAN DAY
SCHOOL
CLASS ACTION

Your time

You have waited long enough.
Apply before the deadline:

July 13, 2022

Claim what’s yours.

Your claim

If you attended a Federal Indian
Day School, see if your school
is on the list

For information or support visit indiandayschools.com or call 1-844-539-3815

Your journey

If you experienced harm, you
may be eligible for compensation
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Treaty 4 and 6 boundary signs
coming to Saskatchewan highways

By EFN Staff
for Eagle Feather News

Saskatchewan highways will soon be the first in Canada to have signs indicating
treaty territory boundaries.

“Acknowledging the territories that we are on and ac-
cepting they are the foundation of Saskatchewan and Can-
ada is so important to the Treaty relationship and recon-
ciliation,” Treaty Commissioner Mary Culbertson said in a
news release.

“It may be a small step, but the signs will be here for
a long time. The people who worked on this are looking
forward to the Government of Saskatchewan support. This
action will start conversations and these discussions lead to
education, knowledge and change,” Culbertson said.

The Ministries of Government Relations and of High-

. . ways are coordinating the work, in partnership with the

Treaty Commis- Office of the Treaty Commissioner (OTC). The signage will

sioner Mary Culb-  follow provincial highway standards, with the final design

ertson. (Photo EFN  being overseen by the Treaty Commissioner. Highways will

archives) then co-ordinate the manufacturing and installation of the
first sign, planned for winter-spring 2022.

“The Government of Saskatchewan is proud to work in
partnership with the Office of the Treaty Commissioner to support and invest in this
first-in-Canada initiative,” said Don McMorris, Minister Responsible for First Nations,
Métis and Northern Affairs.

“The treaty boundary signage will help further treaty awareness and education in
our province and support our work toward reconciliation,” he said.

Culbertson called the project, “the start of a much-needed public recognition of
the Treaty Territories in Saskatchewan.

“The path to reach this point was long and involved conversations about our his-
tory and the desire of our Knowledge Keepers, who wanted to see these signs. It marks
the beginning of a process being undertaken to one day ensure every border driven
past in these territories will have a demarcation. We want everyone to know they are
here because of Treaty.

The signs on major highways will delineate the two largest Treaty territories in
Saskatchewan, Treaty 4 and Treaty 6.

Culbertson said the goal is to mark all the boundaries of all the treaty territories
but there is no time frame for the others yet.

The Government of Saskatchewan and the OTC will work together to determine
the exact location and composition of signs, and to ensure that the proper protocols
and ceremony are observed prior to any installation.
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